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Preface

The Seven Great Kings at Ratchaphak Park Series tells stories of the Seven
Great Kings of Siam, featuring their Royal Majesties:

King Ram Khamhaeng the Great

King Naresuan the Great

King Narai the Great

King Taksin the Great

King Buddha Yot Fa Chulalok the Great (King Rama I)
King Chomklao Chao Yu Hua (King Mongkut)

King Chula Chomklao Chao Yu Hua (King Chulalongkorn)
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The Seven Great Kings monument was built in Ratchaphak Park, Amphoe Huahin,
Prachuapkhirikhan Province. Ratchaphak Park was created to honor the Great Kings of
Thailand for they contributed a great deal to prosperity and development of Thailand.
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King Narai the Great

King RamaThibadi III or King RamaThibadisisanphet
The 27" King of the Ayutthaya Kingdom, B.E. 2199-2231

Biography

King Narai the Great was born in B.E.
2175.He was the son of Phra Chao Phrasatthong
and Somdet Phranangchao Sirikanlayani, the
daughter of Somdet Phra Chao Songtham. His
wet nurse was Mom Chaoying Amphai, who
was called the Madam of Dusit Temple. He had
one older brother, Somdet Chaofachai. He had
5 younger brothers and one younger sister. The
five younger brothers were Chaofa Aphaiyot,
Chaofa Noi, Phra Traiphuwanathittayawong,
Phraongthong, and Phra Intharacha. His sister
was Phra Racha Kanlayani, or Somdet Chaofa
Sisuwan Krommaluang Yothathip.

King Narai’s was named Chaofa Narin.
But when he was put in his cradle, his relatives
saw that he had 4 hands. His father gave him

the name ‘Phra Narai’.
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While he was playing in the water, he got

struck by lightning but survived unharmed.

According to ‘Khamhaikan Chaokrungkao’
(a report from the people of Ayutthaya), and
Khamhaikan Khunlaunghawat (a report from
Khunlaunghawat), a lightning bolt struck the
top of Prasat Mangkhalapisek. There was such
a fire that no one dared to try to extinguish it.
King Narai put out the fire easily. Everybody
saw that he had 4 hands, so they called him
‘Phra Narai’ ever since.

After that, King Phrasatthong organized a

ceremony to welcome Phra Narai to adulthood.

Later he became a novice monk at Phra
Sisanphet Temple. He lived with Phra
Phrommuni at Paknamprasop Temple. He
studied Buddhism and black magic. He had
built many statues of gods.

Phra Narai was a good elephant rider. It is
stated in Khamhaikan Chaokrungkao that:

“When Phra Narai went to Lopburi, he got
one white elephant and he named him
‘Baromrattanakatkhiri’. He had made a lot of
merit. One day, he got a wild elephant and he
said he wanted to ride it. He got on the elephant

and the elephant was instantly tamed.
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Becoming King

King Prasatthong passed away in
B.E.2199. Chaofa Chai succeeded his
father but Phra Narai and Phra
Sisuthamracha executed him. Phra
Sisuthamracha became king and
appointed Phra Narai as his viceroy. Phra
Sisuthamracha then fell in love with Phra
Racha Kanlayani. Phra Narai was not
happy about that, so they fought. Phra
Narai’s soldier shot Phra Sisuthamracha
in the arm and Phra Sisuthamracha’s

soldier shot Phra Narai in the left foot.

| mwarangeAFegsenluadizaumanszuireninmsg

e e o0 0 0 0

)
i -
e

Phra Sisuthamracha’s men escaped
to the palace. Phra Narai had his men
destroy the gate and execute Phra
Sisuthamracha. Phra Narai then, became
King when he was 25 years old.

During his reign, King Narai
contributed a lot to the development of
Siam.He was a good fighter and diplomat.
He fostered culture and supported
literature. His reign was considered the

golden age of Thai literature.




