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The Monkey Cheek Project
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Preface

During His 70-year reign, King Bhumibol Adulyadej, or King Rama IX, initiated more than 4,600
projects to improve the quality of life of His people. Each project reflects His intelligence, hard work, and
determination to solve His people’s problems. He visited His people often, no matter how near or far, and
gave advice and solutions to local problems. He also invented tools to ensure each project would be a success.

The Art and Science of King Bhumibol Adulyadej Series gives knowledge and information about the
King’s theories, process, and thoughts about work and life — emphasizing King Rama IX’s process of
‘Understand, Approach, and Develop,” which guided his thinking and actions to improve quality of life of
His people. We study what the King Bhumibol Adulyadej did for Thailand, so we can follow in His footsteps.

This series is dedicated to the loving memory of His Majesty, King Rama IX of Thailand, Bhumibol
Adulyadej.

Respectfully,

The Satapornbooks Publishing Company
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Monkeys store chewed up food it in their cheeks. Likewise, when there is a flood,
if we do not go forward with the Monkey Cheek Project, the effect would be tremendous.
This year the central region of Thailand got destroyed by flooding.

We need to carry out the Monkey Cheek project to hold the flood water and prevent future flood damage.

Interview about King Bhumibol’s Monkey Cheek Project on His Official Birthday,
December 5, 2538 B.E.
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The King’s Ideas on the Kaem Ling (Monkey Cheek) Project
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Background

King Bhumibol Adulyadej (King Rama IX) thought about how monkeys manage to keep banana

bits in their cheeks. He explained:
“When we give monkeys a banana, they will peel it, chew it, and store it in their cheeks.

They would keep doing this until we run out of bananas.

After that, they will eventually eat the stored banana.”

This idea led to the beginning of the Monkey Cheek (Kaem Ling in Thai) Project on November

14,2538 B.E. The project would aim to store floodwater for later use.
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The Idea

The King first thought of the Monkey Cheek Project in 2538 B .E., after a big flood in Bangkok.
The way monkeys store food in their cheeks inspired Him as a potential solution to the flooding
problem. The King had His team look for areas in Bangkok which could hold the excess floodwater.
The flood water would be released later, when the drainage system could handle it—preventing future
floods. An additional benefit is that when the stored water is released into Bangkok’s canal system, it

pushes out polluted water into the sea.
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The Method

The water in the higher elevations of Bangkok is released first. It is stored in canals which lead
to the sea. When the sea level is lower than the water level in the canals, the water is released into the
sea. Then the water from the lower elevations is pumped into the sea and the water from the higher
areas is allowed to flow down again. When the sea level is higher than the water level in the canals,
the canal system is closed—preventing seawater from entering the canal system. This principle is

called One Way Flow.
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