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Preface

During His 70-year reign, King Bhumibol Adulyadej, or King Rama IX, initiated more than 4,600
projects to improve the quality of life of His people. Each project reflects His intelligence, hard work, and
determination to solve His people’s problems. He visited His people often, no matter how near or far, and
gave advice and solutions to local problems. He also invented tools to ensure each project would be a success.

The Art and Science of King Bhumibol Adulyadej Series gives knowledge and information about the
King’s theories, process, and thoughts about work and life — emphasizing King Rama IX’s process of
‘Understand, Approach, and Develop,” which guided his thinking and actions to improve quality of life of
His people. We study what the King Bhumibol Adulyadej did for Thailand, so we can follow in His footsteps.

This series is dedicated to the loving memory of His Majesty, King Rama IX of Thailand, Bhumibol
Adulyadej.

Respectfully,

The Satapornbooks Publishing Company
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I’d like to run projects to help the hill tribe people. I want them to be able to make a living and have a
better quality of life. They can farm for a living. We have a moral imperative to help people living in rural
areas by educating and enabling them to earn enough money for living. Everybody should act. If the hill tribe
people learn how to grow other plants, they should stop growing opium. We could reduce drug use and
trafficking. Another reason we should take action now is the hill tribe people do slash-and-burn agriculture
and if we don’t stop them, there will be disasters. We must help them to save our country. In the end, I hope

we will be safe and live better.

King Bhumibol Adulyade;j
The Faculty of Agriculture, Chiang Mai University
January 10,2517 B.E.
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Background

In 2507 B .E., King Bhumibol Adulyadej stayed at the Phu Phing Ratchaniwet Palace in Chiang
Mai Province and visited the hill tribes there. He found the hill tribe people did slash-and-burn agriculture
and grew opium for a living. The people were poor and lots forest land was destroyed. He wanted to
initiate a project to help the hill tribe people and to eliminate opium cultivation because opium is a
strong drug, which is harmful to people and the country. “If we want to stop opium cultivation, we

need to find crops which can sell better for the hill tribe people,” said King Bhumibol.
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So,He initiated the Hill Tribe Royal Project Foundation to help the hill tribe people. He encouraged
the hill tribe people to grow other crops which would sell well and He improved their quality of life.
Initially, farmers grew peaches and lychees. Later they grew apples, potatoes, sweet corn, kidney beans,
and mint. They also kept fish and sheep. However, they overproduced and there were few markets to
sell their produce in because the Hill Tribe Royal Project Foundation is located in a rural area and

local re-sellers were not willing to pay much for their crops.
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