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The Phra Dabos Pro
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Preface

During His 70-year reign, King Bhumibol Adulyadej, or King Rama IX, initiated more than 4,600
projects to improve the quality of life of His people. Each project reflects His intelligence, hard work, and
determination to solve His people’s problems. He visited His people often, no matter how near or far, and
gave advice and solutions to local problems. He also invented tools to ensure each project would be a success.

The Art and Science of King Bhumibol Adulyadej Series gives knowledge and information about the
King’s theories, process, and thoughts about work and life — emphasizing King Rama IX’s process of
‘Understand, Approach, and Develop,” which guided his thinking and actions to improve quality of life of
His people. We study what the King Bhumibol Adulyadej did for Thailand, so we can follow in His footsteps.

This series is dedicated to the loving memory of His Majesty, King Rama IX of Thailand, Bhumibol
Adulyadej.

Respectfully,

The Satapornbooks Publishing Company
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Currently, there are many people determined and wanting to study for career development.
But they lack a formal education and do not have money for school. If we can help these people,
they would be able to make a living and advance their careers. Thailand will benefit from these

people.

King Bhumibol Adulyadej Talking to Police Major General Suchart P. Sakorn,
the first Secretary-General of the Phra Dabos Project,
2518 B.E.
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The Phra Dabos Project under the Royal Patronage
of His Majesty, King Rama IX
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Background

King Rama IX, Bhumibol Adulyadej, realizing the importance of education, wanted His people to be
educated. He thought education would contribute to the wellbeing and development of Thailand. He
planned to give people from all walks of life equal opportunities to study. There were many people lacking

money for the schooling, which would develop their careers.

In 2519 B.E., King Bhumibol Adulyadej discussed the matter with Police Major General Suchart P.
Sakorn, then Director-Geneal of the Post and Telegraph Department. Mr. Sakorn had demonstrated intelligence
at his post, so King Bhumibol asked him to oversee the Phra Dabos Project. The Phra Dabos Project aims
to help the underprivileged study. The participants are hard working and determined people who cannot
afford to go to school. They are trained for their future careers and the Phra Dabos Project also helps to instill
honesty and integrity in them. After completing the project, the participants will be able to have a career and

make a living to support their families — helping to develop Thailand.
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Phra Dabos, the Knowledge Provider

“I named the project Phra Dabos because Phra Dabos was a hermit monk who was honored and
respected for his wisdom and teachings. The Phra Dabos Project will bring career development and prosperity.
I hope everybody will help and encourage one another to do good deeds. Then, the Phra Dabos Project will
be successful. We will instill honesty and integrity in the participants. Thailand has become a concrete jungle,
where people are selfish. I want it to become a fertile forest, which treats people more nicely. When it comes
to the concrete jungle, people would fear its image of dryness, infertility, and insecurity. If this concrete
jungle has good people, it will become a more pleasant place to live. We can live together peacefully and

happily if people act better, ethically and morally.”

King Bhumibol Adulyadej Talking to Khun Ying Wanlee Pongpanit,

the Director of Fundraising for the Phra Dabos Project and her team members
The Royal Chitralada Villa at Dusit Palace

December 15,2524 B.E.
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Phra Dabos was an ascetic monk who was much respected. King Bhumibol compared the Phra
Dabos Project with the educational system in the old days where it took a lot of effort to study with
wise monks who lived and meditated deep in the forests, like Phra Dabos. People who wanted to study
with them needed to find them first! Then, they had to pass many tests, to be accepted as students,
because these wise hermits wanted to make sure their candidates were hard-working and committed
students. If accepted as students, the wise hermit monks would teach and train the students. In return,
students would serve their teachers. When the students finished their training, they would say goodbye
to their wise masters and return to their homes. The former-students then used their training to improve
develop their hometowns.

The Phra Dabos Project adapts the educational system in the old days to educate people in the

hope that the people would pass on their knowledge to others.
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