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The Wang Klai Kangwon School and the Distance Learning Foundation
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Background

King Bhumibol realized that students in remote areas did not have many opportunities
to study and be educated. Schools in remote areas lacked teachers and learning materials.
Therefore, King Bhumibol created the Wang Klai Kangwon School and the Distance
Learning Foundation to give students more opportunities. The satellite technology would
help them learn wherever they were and educational whenever they wanted. King Bhumibol
hoped these students would grow up, get jobs, and be able to live sustainably. They, in
King Bhumibol’s view, are the future of Thailand. King Bhumibol discussed distance

learning on January 19, 2542 B .E. at the Dusidalai Pavilion:
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“Distance learning via satellite can support the Rajaprajanugroh Foundation because when people
are educated, no matter the field of study they are interested in, be it science or language, they will have a
good life. The Wang Klai Kangwon School also tries to teach ethics in its lessons. People have complained
that kids these days don’t have ethics and cause problems, like drug abuse and violence. Distance learning
could fill in the gap to provide education and build ethics. When the kids grow up, they have the potential

to become good people who are well-rounded—living a good life.”
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Klai Kangwon Palace

King Prajadhipok (King Rama VII) used
His own money to build the Klai Kangwon
Palace in October 2469 B.E. for Queen
Ramphaiphanni. His Serene Highness Prince
Itthithep-rangsan Kridakorn, Director of the
Fine Arts Office, (later the Fine Arts Department),
was the architect who designed and oversaw
the construction of the palace. The Klai
Kangwon Palace was meant to be used by Royal
Family members, visiting the surrounding area.
King Bhumibol Adulyadej put His Royal
emblem on the palace in 2472. However, the
Klai Kangwon Palace is not styled as a Royal
Palace, so it is referred to as a palace. There are

many buildings on the Klai Kangwon Palace

grounds, namely the Piam Suk Royal Residence,
the Noi Royal Residence, the Pluk Kasem Royal Residence, the Oep Prem - Em Pridi Royal Residence,

the Roeng Pavilion, and the Rajapracha Samakhom Pavilion.

At present, the Klai Kangwon Palace functions as a summer retreat for the Royal family members

including King Rama X, Queen Sirikit, and Princess Maha Chakri Sirindhorn.
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WANG KLAI KANG WON SCHOOL
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The King’s School for His People

The Wang Klai Kangwon School was founded by King Ananda Mahidol (King Rama VIII). He
realized the children of civil servants working at the Klai Kangwon Palace lacked educational opportunities
and He founded the school in 2481 B.E. A buiiding in the Klai Kangwon Palace was originally used as a
classroom. There were 25 kindergarten students and 1 teacher. In the first few years of the school’s life,
King Ananda Mahidol personally funded the teacher’s salaries and cost of learning materials. In later
years, He would grant additional funds according to changes in the number of students and teachers.

On February 13,2481 B.E., the Wang Klai Kangwon School was registered as a private school. The
school ran from kindergarten to Grade 8. There were 48 female students. The first school building was a
one-story wooden building. The school expanded to run from kindergarten to Grade 12 in 2488 B.E.

King Bhumibol Adulyadej followed in His brother’s footsteps and wanted to expand the school so
children of the fisherman in Amphoe Huahin and the neighboring areas could go to school, too. He wanted
the children to finish high school, so they would be able to further their studies or start working. Each
year He would grant scholarships to underprivileged children in Amphoe Huahin.

The Wang Klai Kangwon School developed its quality of instruction and, eventually, was certified
by the Ministry of Education in 2494 B.E. In 2497 B .E., King Bhumibol gave the school a new building,
formerly used by the Office of Royal Household Affairs. The new classroom building had 2-stories and
22 400 square meters of floor space.
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Classroom Management

The Wang Klai Kangwon School currently follows the Basic Education Core Curriculum of 2551
B .E. and now runs from Grade 7 Grade 12. There are 2 main subject groups and 8 subjects. The first
subject group covers the core subjects of: Thai, mathematics, science, and social studies, which help
promote critical thinking. The second subject group aims to instill ethics, values, creativity, and life skills
in the students. It includes health, physical education, arts, technology, traditional skills or crafts, and
foreign language.
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Learning Management

A team of administrators, teachers, alumni, and parents take part in determining the
syllabi, lesson plans, and teaching schedule. The curriculum aims to integrate knowledge
about the students’ hometowns across each subject group. The team also produces classroom
materials, organizes learning activities, designs evaluation criteria, and works on improving

the learning atmosphere at the school, so the students can learn best.
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At present, the Klai Kangwon School has

expanded and is comprised of 3 institutions:

The Wang Klai Kangwon School is in
Amphoe Huahin, Prachuap Khiri Khan
Province. It is overseen by the Ministry of
Education’s Office of the Private Education
Commission (OPEC). It runs from kindergarten

g ——" oy Se'd - v, to Grade 12. In 2544 B.E., King Bhumibol

wmadaranAunes iuaramileinidageuluingas Adulyadej taught high school students about
n17013Nn39[nanaaa soil live on the school’s Quest for Knowledge
.................................................................................... TV program.

The Wang Klai Kangwon Vocational College is overseen by the Office of Vocational Education
is also in Amphoe Huahin, Prachuap Khiri Khan Province. It offers a Vocational Certificate in Education
and a High Vocational Certificate in electronics, electrical, mechanics, welding, computers and business
administration. The Wang Klai Kangwon Vocational College broadcasts educational programs to its

learners in the community.

The Rajamangala University of Technology Rattanakosin, Wang Klai Kangwon Campus is
overseen by the Office of the Higher Education Commission (OHEC) in the Ministry of Education and
is in Amphoe Huahin, Prachuap Khiri Khan Province. It offers bachelor degree programs in industrial

technology, hospitality and tourism, engineering and architecture, Liberal arts, and business administration.

All 3 institutions offer satellite-broadcast distance learning, so they can reach life-long learners in

any field and at any level.
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Founding of the Satellite Distance Learning Project

In 2538 B.E., there were 30,000 primary schools and 2,650 high schools in
Thailand and students who completed their primary education did not often get to
study further. They were commonly used as labor and abused, drug addicted,
trafficked, and ended up contracting AIDS — all of which posed a huge problem
for Thailand. Rural schools lacked teachers, especially in foreign languages,
mathematics, and science. Moreover, schools had different standards. King
Bhumibol had Khwankeo Vajarodaya, Deputy Secretary of the Royal Household
Special Affairs Unit, run distance learning projects to encourage lifelong learning
among people from all walks of life. Sampan Thongsamak (then Minister of
Education) supported the projects and helped found a satellite distance learning
TV and radio channel to celebrate the 50" anniversary of King Bhumibol’s
coronation in 2539 B.E. and to pay respect to the late Somdet Phra Srinagarindra
Boromarajajonani, King Bhumibol’s mother. The distance learning via satellite
project (DLTV) began at the Wang Klai Kangwon School. It was broadcast to 199
schools all over Thailand for the first time on King Bhumibol’s birthday, December
5,2538 B.E.
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