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The Northeastern Region

The northeastern region is called i-san and is a fun region
because of its local strong local language

music, shows, festivals, and Buddhist customs.

Itis also known for beautiful handwoven silk.

There are 20 provinces in the northeastern region.
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Luang Pho Ong Dam is well known.
In ancient Fa Daet Song Yang city we roam.
Pong Lang music is vibrant.
Phu Thai culture is brilliant.
Phraewa silk is lovely.

Pha Sawoei made history.

Lampao Dam helps with irrigation.

Dinosaur fossils are found in I-san!
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Luang Pho Ong Dam is officially called Phra Buddha Samrit
Nira Rokhantarai and is made of copper. The Buddha image turned
black due to oxidation, which is why its local name translates as “the
Black Buddha Image.” Luang Pho Ong Dam is enshrined at the
Klang Temple. The people of Kalasin also call it “Luang Pho Chum
Yen” because they believe that Luang Pho Ong Dam can bring

rain—making Kalasin cool and fertile.
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Mueang Fa Daet Song Yang is located in present-day Amphoe
Kamalasai in Kalasin. It is an ancient city, founded in the 3 Century
B.E., during Iron Age. It has similar features to the Dvaravati towns
and the city was laid out in an oval. It was believed Phaya Fa Daet
ruled this city while Phaya I-sun, who was known as Chaofa Ra-nguem
and was Phaya Fa Daet’s brother, ruled Song Yang. The two cities
were 2 kilometers apart, so people referred to them together as
Mueang Fa Daet Song Yang.
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Pong Lang is an |-san percussion
instrument which looks like a Thai-style
xylophone. The Pong Lang and Phraewa Fair
is held annually in Kalasin to maintain the

Pong Lang musical and the Phraewa cloth

weaving traditions.
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Phu Thai is an ethnic group,

“ o living in the northeastern region
a along the Mekong River, near Mount
Phu Phan. The Phu Thai society is

Iwiul

older people also ranking highly in the hierarchy. They carry on the

organized as a patriarchy, with

Phraewa silk cloth weaving tradition.
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The Phraewa is a 2-meter-long

piece of silk. When used as a female

chest covering, (wrapped around the
upper torso and across the left shoulder) it is called a “Pha Biang,”
meaning “across.” The Phraewa is uniquely beautiful and is sold all
over Thailand and abroad.
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Pha Savoei Phu Phan is a cliff on Mount Phu Phan. Savoei is
a word which means “to eat” and is only used when referring to Thai
Royal family members. King Bhumibol and Her Majesty Queen
Sirikit visited Mount Phu Phan and had lunch there on November 12,
2498 B.E.
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The Lam Pao Dam is an earthen dam constructed
to prevent floods and for irrigation. The Lam Pao Dam
is open to the public and people can ecology there or

just relax.
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The Sirindhorn Museum was built at the Phu Kum Khao
Dinosaur Excavation Site in Amphoe Sahat Sakhan in 2538 B.E. In
2513 B.E., Phra Khru Wichit Sahat Sakhun found a big animal bone,
but did not realize it was a dinosaur fossill A team of geologists
investigated the site in 2537 B.E. and found the bone was sauropod
fossil and systematic evacuation began. Later, the team found more

fossils and started the museum.
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Find out what a Phuwiangosaurus sirindhornae is

and draw a picture of it here.







Khonkaen
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ch/ebrate Phra That Khamkan every year.
We play good music and we cheer.

Our cassia and silk are the best.

We offer friendship and you’ll be impressed.
Let’s travel to Khonkaen, our hometown.
Sirindhornae Dinosaurs will never let you down.
Somluck Kamsing is our hero.

He won Thailand'’s first Olympic gold medal; Bravo!
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Phra That Khamkan is a stupa built on a lotus-pedal-shaped
base. It was believed to hold relics of the Buddha. Tamarind trees
are grown in the area and people call the stupa Phra That Khamkan.
There is an annual celebration of Phra That Khamkan on the 15" day

of the waxing moon each May.
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Khan is an |-san wind instrument made from Cassia wood,
which grows along the roads of Khonkaen. Cassia blooms between
March and May—creating massive yellow roads. Dok Khun Siang
Khaen is the name of the Khonkaen'’s annual Songkran fair.
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The Silk Center is in Amphoe Chonnabot, Khonkaen. There
are as many as 60 silk shops and people refer to them as “the silk
road.” There is also a Thai silk pavilion exhibiting ancient silk cloth

from Thailand’s northeastern region.

The International Silk Festival first started in
2522 B.E. However, in 2523 B.E., it was combined
with two other significant local celebrations and
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renamed the “International Silk Festival, Phuk Siao

Celebration and Khonkaen Red Cross Fair.”
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“Siao” means friends, and “Phuk” means to tie. So, Phuk Siao
is the tradition of tying a thread around your friend’s wrist as a
promise you'll be friends forever.
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Phuwiangosaurus sirindhornae was a plant-eating dinosaur,
which had a long neck and a long tail. A team of geologists found
fossil specimens at Phu Wiang, Amphoe Phu Wiang (Amphoe Wiang
Kao at present) in 2525 and 2527 B.E.

Phuwiangosaurus means the lizard of Phu Wiang. The
Department of Mineral Resources named the dinosaur sirindhornae
in honor of Her Royal Highness Princess Sirindhorn.
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Lieutenant Commander Somluck

Kamsing is from Khonkaen and was the first 4
Thai boxer to win an Olympic boxing medal Q C/

in the men’s Featherweight category, ﬂi
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beating Serafim Todorov of Bulgaria 8-5,

during the 26" Olympiad in Atlanta, Georgia,

USA. Somluck Kamsing was always /

J

confident that he would win.
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Do you know of any Thai Olympic medalists?

Which ones do you admire? Why?




