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Devoted Follower
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Following in My Dad’s Footsteps

I’m following My Dad’s rapid footsteps

Into the big, scary, dense, limitless forest, dark and wide.

The mighty trees look like sturdy towers.

Dad, I’m starving to death and exhausted.

Look! My hurt feet are bleeding.

I’m scared of snakes, tigers, and foxes.

Dad, are we going to reach our destination?

Daughter, there is no place in this world that only is pleasant and easy.

Our paths are not carpeted with beautiful flowers. But you need to carry on, although
it breaks your heart into pieces.

I see a thorn punctured your soft skin. Your blood is a ruby dangling on a blade of
grass near the river.

Your tears, shed on green bushes, like diamond on emerald, shine brightest.

For humanity, do not retreat from being brave and suffering . Be patient and thoughtful.

And be happy you hold on to such values. Keep walking, if you want to follow in my
footsteps.

A poem by Her Royal Highness Princess Maha Chakri Sirindhorn

Translated into English by Peeriya Pongsarigun and John Viano
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King Rama IX and HM Queen Sirikit relied on HRH Princess Maha Chakri
Sirindhorn to fulfill Her Royal duty to represent the monarchy. She contributes greatly to
the successful management of charitable organizations and foundations. She represents
the monarchy at international and national events. She initiated projects to help improve
the quality of life of the marginalized groups in rural areas. She closely follows Her

projects and visits people in the project areas.
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Continuing the Legacy
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The Thai Red Cross Society

Siam and France fought the Franco-Siamese War of 1893 to determine who would
control the left bank of the Mekong River. There were a lot of casualties but there was no
one to care for them. Than Phu Ying Plien Pasakornravongs gathered female volunteers
to help care for the casualties and proposed the idea to Queen Savang Vadhana (wife of
King Rama V). King Rama V agreed —saying Thailand should have a charitable organiza-
tion to treat war casualties, as developed countries did at that time. The Red Unalom So-
ciety of Siam was founded on April 26™, 2436 B.E. under Royal patronage and would
later become the Red Cross Society. Queen Savang Vadhana was appointed Sapha Chon-
nani (literally Mother of the Council) by King Rama V and Queen Saovabha Phongsri as
Sapha Nayika, meaning President of the Red Unalom Society of Siam. Than Phu Ying

Plien Pasakornravongs served as the first secretary.
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King Rama VI wanted to build a Thai Red Cross Hospital to benefit the country, so
He and His siblings donated money for the hospital’s construction. The King’s donations
and the Red Unalom Society of Siam funded the construction of a hospital on the King’s
property. It was named King Chulalongkorn Memorial Hospital to honor Him and the

hospital is administered by the Thai Red Cross Society.
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King Rama IX appointed HRH Princess Maha Chakri Sirindhorn Executive Vice
President of the Thai Red Cross Society because He believed HRH Princess Maha Chakri
Sirindhorn would contribute greatly to the administration of the Thai Red Cross Society.
She has been Executive Vice President since December 13%, 2520 B .E.
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The Ananda Mahidol Foundation

King Rama IX prioritized education and considered developing human capital an important
factor in developing Thailand. However, Thailand still lacks experts and specialists in some fields. So,
He wanted to support outstanding Thai students and graduates to study and build their expertise in
other countries, so they can use it to advance Thailand. In 2498 B .E., He founded the Ananda Mahidol
Scholarship to honor His brother King Rama VIII Ananda Mahidol. The first 20,000 Baht scholarship
was granted to a medical student because King Rama IX wanted to honor His father Prince Mahidol
Adulyadej, who graduated Cum Laude with a bachelor’s degree in medicine from Harvard Medical
School in 2471 B.E. Prince Mahidol Adulyadej laid the foundations of the development of modern

medicine in Thailand. He also used His own money to send Thai medical students to study abroad.

Later King Rama IX considered expanding the Ananda Mahidol Scholarship to other fields of
study and the Ananda Mahidol foundation was created on April 3, 2502 B.E. The foundation grants
scholarships to students to students of medicine, science, engineering, agriculture, dhamma studies,

language & literature, dentistry, and veterinary sciences.
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Today, HRH Princess Maha Chakri Sirindhorn
is the President of the Ananda Mahidol foundation.
380 scholarship winners have completed their
programs and returned to Thailand, while 52 remain

studying abroad.

The Ananda Mahidol Scholarship requirements
are:

1. Academic excellence, maintaining high moral
standards, and being friendly and flexible.

2. Applicants must be Thai citizens under 25
years of age. However, applicants graduating with a
bachelor’s degree and who have a service commitment

to the government must fulfill their commitment before

applying for the scholarship. This is usually the case
for medical and dental students. The maximum age for
any applicant is 30.

3. Applicants must have completed a bachelor’s
degree and graduated with honors, while possessing
the qualifications required by the scholarship commit-
tee governing the applicant’s intended field of study.

4. Applicants must be nominated by the scholar-
ship committee for their field to advance to the judging
committee.

5. Applicants must be able to communicate in

the language used at their prospective universities.
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The seal of the Ananda Mahidol Foundation is the coin
of King Rama VIII with His initials 8.1).5. engraved on it,
which stands for Ananda Mahidol Parama Racha Thi Racha -

meaning King Ananda Mahidol, the King of Kings.



