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From Suan Songsaen to the Royal Development Projects

In 1969, King Rama IX visited the hilltribe people at Ban Doi Pui near the Bhubing Palace. He learned the
people grew opium and peaches for a living, but they were still poor. He had the Doi Pui Research Station research
about which varieties of peaches would grow well in the geographical conditions of the highlands, so the people
would not have to grow opium. He granted Kasetsart University 200,000 Baht to buy land on which to build a
winter crop research center. Later, the center was named Suan Songsaen. King Rama IX then established the
Royal ‘Hill-Tribe’ Project and appointed Prince Bhisadej Rajani as its Director. People donated money to fund the
Royal Projects initiated by King Rama IX, and He used some of it, together with his own personal funds, to initiate
the Royal ‘Hill-Tribe’ Project. The objectives of the project are to:

1. Support the hill-tribe people.

2. Conserve and protect the environment, including the forestlands and water.

3. Prevent people from growing opium.

4. Ensure efficient land use and prevent human encroachment on wild lands.
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International Collaboration

The Royal ‘Hill-Tribe” Project received support from international organizations to improve the quality of
life of the hill tribe people.

During the summer of 1970, Prince Bhisadej Rajani visited Taiwan to see winter crop plantation at the
Fushoushan Farm, located on a hillside. Later in August of that year, the deputy director of Fushoushan Farm,
Mr. Sung Ching-yun, came to Thailand for two weeks to study the geography of the Royal Project areas. Mr. Sung
Ching-yun’s visit marked the beginning of collaboration between Taiwan and Thailand. The Fushoushan Farm sent
seeds, including Asian pear, peach, plum, persimmon, walnut, shiitake mushroom, wood ear mushroom, dong
quai or female ginseng, chrysanthemum, yellow daylily, to Thailand. Each year the farm also sent 2-3 experts to
monitor the winter crop plantation at the Royal Project. Experts, volunteers, and staff members from the Royal

project also attended workshops at the Fushoushan Farm in Taiwan.



o WA meoe a9ANsauLlIzamA E LAY
23’1ﬁﬁymmmiﬂ@uﬂﬁwmLwlu?lluaﬂﬁmmﬂumgmﬂ'ﬁﬁ'\Lﬁu
97UlA39N1T UN/Thai Program for Drug Abuse Control lag
feautlszannuasdmen Tt maelnsennsansfun
A0

In 1972, the United Nations prioritized planting
alternative crops to replace opium cultivation, so they

funded the UN/Thai Program for Drug Abuse Control.
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In 1973, the United States Department of Agriculture Agricultural Research Service (USDA/ARS) granted
20 million Baht to the Highland Research and Development Institute (HRDI). Thailand gained more knowledge
about agriculture. Research projects were conducted to determine which crops would thrive in the highlands. It
found the best crops were winter fruit, arabica coffee, tea, flowers, strawberries, shiitake mushrooms, potatoes,
onions, grains, herbs, chrysanthemum, and industrial oil crops. Other projects included how to raise female lac
bugs & Philosamia ricini worms, how to conserve soil & water, and how to grow upland rice. Researchers also

studied pest control and resistance management.
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Royal Processed Food Factories

King Rama IX established the Royal processed food factories to help farmers who were being exploited by
middlemen. In 1972, the Royal Project founded the first Royal processed food factory at Chiang Mai University to
process agricultural products so farmers could sell them at higher prices. The factory’s first products were made
from strawberries. The second Royal processed food factory was founded at Ban Yang in the Fang District of
Chiang Mai to process fruit. The third Royal processed food factory was established in Mae Chan in Chiang Rai

to make soybean flour and processed food.

om



yatslasaN1s1iay

V

Royal Project Foundation
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In 1992, King Rama IX registered the Royal Project as a foundation.
He donated an endowment of 500,000 Baht. The aim of the Royal Project
Foundation is to exist as a permanent organization which is well managed
and beneficial to society. The Royal Thai Government has funded the Royal
Project Foundation since the 1993 fiscal year. The funding mainly goes to
research on highland agriculture and the wellbeing of hill tribe people.
Research is conducted on fruit, hard-shelled fruit, medicinal fruit, vegetables,
and herbs. Some researchers are also interested in flowers, forestry,
harvesting, and processing winter fruits. Related research is conducted on
education on the highlands, social development, and public heath services
of the highland people. The Royal Project Foundation supports agricultural
technology transfer to the hill tribe people as well.
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The Royal Project Foundation Management

The main goal of the Royal Project Foundation is to enable the hill tribe people to become self-reliant. With
the help of the foundation, the hill tribe people will be able to do sustainable agriculture to support themselves and
their families. Lecturers, scholars, and field staff work on developing winter crop production. In addition, the
foundation conducts product research and marketing. Researchers, scholars, and the Royal Project Foundation
staff meet to discuss research projects, devise work plans, and address challenges. The Royal Project Foundation

aims to utilize the research projects to benefit farmers.
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