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“A single old brick
is priceless.”
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At the beginning of 1956, the crypt of Wat Ratchaburana in Ayutthaya was excavated and restored after it
was discovered by looters. A trove of goldwork, jewelry, and valuables were found inside it, making headline
news. King Rama IX saw the treasure, and remarked to the Minister of Education and the Director General of the
Fine Arts Department:
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“Artifacts found in the crypt should be kept and displayed
in a museum for the people of Ayutthaya to appreciate. They should

not be exhibited anywhere else.”

Later, on December 26", 1961, King Rama IX presided over the grand opening of
the Chao Sam Phraya National Museum by saying:

“These days, commissioning a building is a great honor
for the commissioner. However, old buildings are the honor of the
nation. A single old brick is so priceless that we need to preserve it.
If Sukhothai, Ayutthaya, and Bangkok had not existed, we would not
have Thailand today. We should not mix new buildings with old ones.
Old buildings should be preserved in their original condition because
they support our people spiritually. Moreover, we should preserve
them because they are our ancestors’ heritage.”

“Historical documents in Thailand are rare, so our study
of history depends on antiques, which provide evidence to compare
time periods. Therefore, pieces found at historical sites and the
artifacts in this museum require great responsibility to protect them
forever. They should not be destroyed or left to deteriorate. If we let

that happen, it means we have destroyed our history by our own hands.”
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Provincial Museums
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King Rama IX initiated the establishment of
national museums throughout the provinces of Thai-
land. The Ancient Monuments, Antiques, Objects of
Art and National Museum Act of B.E. 2504 (1961)
was the result of these efforts. The National Museum
Act establishes guidelines for the national museums
over Thailand. The Act elevated the status of the
museums administered by the Ministry of Culture

Department of Fine Arts to that of national museums.

Museum development during the 1970s occurred

along with improvement in archeological studies.



andlusueRTafR TN finldnsyadunuilusnsingluiesiu
FIN9°T Nt wismaninslufesiusine Weldiiunszmanifa
WITLTNTUNBLLAT NUNDHNADARLLATNYIIIT UINUIOLNWAT WAL
auFanszUndNEIRA WerUnsETiunn werusus sTUiliuTuac
pouavnsziiglufansinulsydRmani Tusninm uasiisinmaniu
{untiheis fidfaani LLuQ‘Wiwwrﬁ‘iﬁ?ﬁluﬁ'mﬂﬂi@ﬁﬂﬁmuﬁﬁﬁwuﬁﬁu
NUFTRN Aennstresendadguaineiumuing ﬁ@ﬂﬁmqlnﬁm?{u
1RIAU u’"i‘@ﬁﬂmﬁmf?mqﬁlwumu?mﬂiﬁﬂiuﬁ@ﬂﬂm AUNUNA
AR NN UNADUUINTIRA LUAIUTAFNG] BNNINKIENATILI
MW WNSATUNADTBUINTNR SINALU Sandnglavie Lﬁﬂv\ﬁ’lﬁﬁﬂﬁ"m
& oo NNBAUNADTULINTF gVD9 ATAGNIIOLT Lﬁﬂ‘l/!‘l/lﬁﬁﬂﬁ"]‘ﬁ
m&oe NNSAUNANIULIITIR VBULAL ANTAVR UL Lﬁ@wmﬁﬁﬂwﬁ
& & NMBAMNANUWIRTIE Teslud dardageslu Lﬁ@ﬂﬂﬁﬁﬂ?’]“ﬁ
& oo WATANEAIMNADWLINT A WATATEITNIT AN AUAIATEITNIT

WNSANINT mé& oo INERNIZUUININBADUARANTZINTALHUNIAUTI A NS MA L AN TSI LN S LA LN N AR AR
a1 ﬂqj\ﬁf]ﬂq j\é’gﬁwg-g@q ﬁL@\Wm ﬂ%:/\j WUV LTHUNOLART LARANBANTZIUATILITIUADN1Y

lunfnAsing Vitszne
Archaeological evacuations were more frequently undertaken in areas far from the Capital of Bangkok and people
had the opportunity to see Royal family members out in public, including King Rama IX and Her Majesty Queen
Sirikit. When people realized The King and Queen were interested in, and supported historical, archeological, and
museum studies, the people quickly understood historical sites and antiquities are national treasures that must be
preserved. People began to take part in efforts to conserve local antiquities, art objects, and historical sites in their
hometowns, and donated the artifacts they found to the Department of Fine Arts. These artifacts became the initial
collections for the newly established national museums located in the provinces. The Ramkhamhaeng National
Museum in Sukhothai and the U Thong National Museum in Suphan Buri were founded in 1966, while the
Khon Kaen National Museum was founded in 1972. The Chiang Mai National Museum was established in 1973,
and the National Museum of Nakhon Si Thammarat in 1974. King Rama IX and Her Majesty Queen Sirikit

presided over the grand opening of all of these museums.
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Museums at Historical Sites
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King Rama IX supported the establishment of museums in Thailand as well as the evacuation of historical
sites to unveil history. King Rama IX and Her Majesty Queen Sirikit visited the Ban Chiang archaeological site
in the Ban Chiang Sub-district of Nong Han District in Udon Thani province on March 20", 1972. They discussed

local history with the people and shared their views on it as well.
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“We really wanted to come here because we’d like the historical sites
to remain where they are and in the same condition. There are lots of
ancient graves and patterned pottery here. Do you believe there were

tombs here?”
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“Do you think they drew the red patterns
after the pottery was fired?”
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“Have you sent the skeletons to an external

laboratory to determine their age?”
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“Museum studies are international. The world would be interested in the Ban Chiang

historical sites. Everyone would be curious to know how old it is. They would be willing to
collaborate on skeletal age estimation. If we can determine the age of the skeletons, Ban Chiang

would become better established as a historical site.”
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“This grave should be older than Excavation Sites 1 and 2 because it is deeper.”
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How were the prehistoric people living at the excavation site related to the people relocating

here 200 years ago?”
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“It’s worth figuring out the reason why the community was deserted. I think it’s Professor
Dr. Sood Sangvichien’s job to investigate whether a pandemic hit the community hard or not. We

need to collaborate with the excavation officials.”
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“You have done an excellent job. If the staff gets along with the villagers, they will cooper-
ate and understand more about evacuation. This would bring other organizations to support the

project. I heard Princess Vibhavadi donated money for the evacuation.”

o))



