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“All developments require a foundation to build upon. If the foundation is broken or not strong
enough, building it up seems arduous. So, we need to understand that besides enhancing development, we
need to keep the foundation strong at the same time.”

-- King Rama IX, Chulalongkorn University Commencement Address,
July 10%, 1980
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The Theory of the Sufficiency Economy at School

The Basic Education Curriculum B .E. 2544 (2001) includes to the theory of the sufficiency economy in
the social, religious & cultural subjects and the economic subjects. Students who complete each grade level are
required to understand the theory of the sufficiency economy and be able to manage the production and
consumption of resources. They should be able to make the most of the resources they have and apply the theory

of the sufficiency economy to live a well-balanced and sustainable life.
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Although many are taught lessons about the theory of the sufficiency economy at school, some concepts are

still misunderstood. Most school lessons focus on growing vegetables or teaching students to save money. Some

schools omit teaching the the theoretical aspects, which aim to promote critical thinking and encourage students

to analyze the theory and apply it.
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In 2006, the educational sub-committee of the theory of the sufficiency economy promotion committee
collaborated with the Ministry of Education Office of the Basic Education Commission and the Crown Property
Bureau’s sufficiency economy research project to organize a workshop. The workshop aimed to create lesson plans
for every subject, at every grade level, to achieve the goals set in the curriculum. Experts, principals, and teachers
across Thailand collaborated to draft the lesson plans, which were published and widely distributed at the

beginning of 2007.
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Later, the Ministry of Education Office of the Basic Education Commission published the Basic Education
Core Curriculum B.E. 2551 (2008). The new curriculum aims to instill ethics, morality, and good attitudes in
students. Students are expected to be disciplined, practice their religion, and follow the theory of the sufficiency
economy. The curriculum contains 8 desirable characteristics: 1) love of nation, religion, and monarchy; 2)
honesty; 3) discipline; 4) being eager to learn; 5) living sustainably; 6) diligence; 7) preserving Thai culture; and
8) public service. The 2008 curriculum aims to enable students to adopt the theory of the sufficiency economy in
their thought process and actions. The goal is to equip students with the knowledge and skills needed to be

competent 21* century learners.
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