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The Art & Science of King Rama IX and Sustainable Development

King Rama IX’s theory of the sufficiency economy has been recognized by the United
Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) as an important philoso-
phy guiding the people of Thailand. UNESCO also suggests its member states adopt the theory
to foster sustainable development. UNESCO presented the first Human Development Lifetime
Achievement Award to King Rama IX in 2006. Moreover, in 2007, the United Nations Develop-
ment Program (UNDP) in Thailand published an international report on human development in

Thailand, titled “Sufficiency Economy and Human Development”.
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The Concept of Sustainable Development

The World Commission on the Environment and Development defines sustainable development
as development that meets the needs of the present without compromising the ability of future

generations to meet their own needs.

In Thailand, the Office of the National Economic and Social Development Council defines the

principles of sustainable development as:

1. Taking into consideration the limitations of natural resources and the environment to meet the
needs of the present without compromising the ability of future generations to meet their own needs.
2. Prioritizing the big picture by thinking carefully about knock-on effects.

3. Employing innovative technology to benefit the people.

Sustainable development finds balance in economic, social, and environmental development.

Each aspect of development is inter-related.
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1. Economic Development

Sustainable development depends on long-term
economic stability. Balanced and sustainable eco-
nomic growth must be beneficial to most people. Then,
the country can sustain economic competitiveness, and
businesses are encouraged to adopt clean technology
in their operations. Businesses create minimum waste
and minimize negative effects on the environment.
Moreover, they should not pollute, which will be

costly to clean-up in the future.

2. Social Development

Sustainable development should focus on human
& social development, and economic & environmental
development. Sustainable development enables hu-
mans to improve and adapt to change. Humans should
lessen their impact on the environment. Moreover,
humans have the right to acquire the natural resources
they need to live, and the government must distribute
those resources fairly. With collaboration from the
public & private sectors, people will become self-
reliant and can to create a society where people col-

laborate and are committed to life-long learning.

3. Environmental Development

Environmental development should conserve
biological diversity and the environment. The objective
is to enable natural resources to remain in their original,
pristine state so future generations will have the neces-
sities of life. Moreover, sustainable development means
encouraging people to use fewer natural resources, and

to use clean technology.
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Sustainable Development Goals: SDGs
The UNESCO Sustainable Development Goals are:
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1. No Poverty

End poverty in all its forms everywhere.
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2. Zero Hunger
Stop hunger. Ensure food security.

Improve nutrition and encourage sustainable agriculture.
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3. Good Health and Wellbeing

Ensure healthy lives and promoting well-being at all ages.
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. Quality Education

Implement good quality equal education for people of all ages.

Encourage life-long learning for everybody.
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5. Gender Equality

Achieve gender equality and empower all women and girls.
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