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The Princess
Who Would 8e a Teacher

Her Royal Highness Princess Maha Chakri
Sirindhorn was determined to become a teacher since
She was young. In response to being asked why She
wanted to study at Chulalongkorn University Faculty
of Arts during Her admissions interview, HRH Sirindorn
answered, “Because I want to be a teacher”.

Later, She was invited to teach Eastern civilization
to first-year undergraduates at Chulalongkorn University
on a part time basis. When she graduated, She was
interested in becoming a lecturer in history. She spoke
about Her experience as an incoming teacher in Her
article titled, “10 Years in the Red Fence and the Yellow
Wall”, published in the Sena Sueksa Magazine in August
1990.
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“Major General Yutthasak Khlongtruat-rok, who is a Royal
bodyguard and my acquaintance, became Director of Chulachomklao
Royal Military Academy (CRMA). He then asked if I wanted to be a
history lecturer there. I thought I could do it. During that time, I had just
graduated and was enthusiastic to contribute to society and the
development of Thailand. Moreover, I wanted to be a teacher, so |

decided to accept the invitation.

Personally, I was very proud to start my career as a history
lecturer. I studied history, my career path, and education, which can
become another career path as well. So, I see myself as a lecturer and

an educator at CRMA.”
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History Lecturer &
Role Model

Second-Lieutenant Princess Maha Chakri
Sirindhorn was conscripted into the Royal Thai
Army on December 24", 1980. She worked as a
lecturer of law and social sciences at the CRMA
Department of Education. She taught Thai history
and sociology.

Her Royal Highness Princess Maha Chakri
Sirindhorn was a Royal Lecturer, determined to
do her best. She created lesson plans based on
primary sources from the National Archives of
Thailand and other resources, including textbooks,
journals, and online. She also shared her
experiences traveling, in Thailand and abroad,
with Her students. She explained the advantages

of studying history:
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“Studying history helps us understand ourselves better. We
can understand why we are who we are today. Studying the history of
other countries enables us to understand their past and present.
Moreover, we can compare their history with ours, so we can reflect

on ourselves from different, wider angles.

Her Royal Highness Princess Maha Chakri Sirindhorn used Her knowledge
of archeology to teach history. She explained that in addition to documents and
verbal conversations, the archeological record is key to understanding history. She
took Her students to national museums and important historical & archeological
sites across Thailand, so they would understand history better. She trained them to
be critical, ask questions, research, analyze, and reflect on history. She prioritized
improving the library and the CRMA History Department Information Center. She
also provided them books, documents, photographs, videos, and CD-ROM.
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